Culture for the Eastern Partnership Congress
October 4-6, 2013, Lublin 

We invite you to co-create the forthcoming Culture for the Eastern Partnership Congress.

Since the first edition of the Congress in 2011, we have held a lot of meetings, seminars and consultations on how to build up the next edition of the Congress to make it our important and unique meeting providing for sharing experiences, searching for inspirations and setting the vision of the future. 

We bring up for discussion the suggested program lines of the Congress.

We count on your opinions and suggestions so that the Congress may become our common work. 

In every of the five following program lines we want you to: 

a) add your thematic suggestions and critical remarks;
b) suggest panellists and moderators as well as workshop instructors.
We are waiting for your opinions and suggestions to be sent until June 10th, 2013 at: info@epccongress.eu
1. Socially engaged culture
- supporting democratization processes 

- independent culture and civil society
- cooperation: creators of culture − local governments − non-governmental organizations
- city as a change environment 

- culture for the development of small motherlands
- decentralization of culture
- prosocial cultural practices

- art and politics
- the global vs. the local
- …..

2. Culture for development
- culture and development 

- from art & business to culture & business

- creative industries and economics of culture
- financing creativity

- social responsibility of business
- creative technologies, policies and strategies of cities and regions
- creative society and new forms of spirituality
- ….

3. Culture of new competencies 

- educating new creators of culture for development and social change 

- teaching intercultural, interdisciplinary and managerial competencies, new media etc. 

- designing media education (curricula, social exclusions, open culture)

- forms of teaching new competencies: the reform of higher education curricula and alternative education (schools of leadership, summer schools, workshops, online education)

- …..

4. Culture of new technologies
- digitization as a cultural challenge (technological development as a social priority, a Europe of two technological speeds) 

- aesthetics and ecology of technology (media art, energetic turnaround, ecology and communication & media)

- using new technologies in cultural practices
- culture as communication and media environment
- cultural manifestations of media technology 

- new technologies and socialization of culture
- …..

5. Culture and identity
- European identity of the East
- cultural dialogue of East and West – prospects for the future
- creating grand city and regional narratives via well-coordinated cultural activities

- new forms of spirituality in the post-industrial, post-Soviet and postmodern world
- …..

During the Congress, a meeting of the Network and the New Projects Forum will be held as well.

Eastern Partnership Cultural Cooperation Network 
We are going to institutionalize the Eastern Partnership Cultural Cooperation Network as well as set its organizational and substantive foundations and the action plan. In such a way, we aspire to create an agency for the EaP-based culture-building milieus on all the levels in the EaP and EU member states. 
During the Congress:

a) we will discuss and accept the Network Manifesto as a document defining the idea and the plan of the Network activities (which we will write together online);
b) negotiate and accept the Network statute (we will present its assumptions before the Congress starts to be edited online in order to accept it during the Congress by general voting); 

c) elections to the Network Board will be held;
d) we will accept the program of the Network activities for the following years.
New Projects Forum 

At the Congress, we will hold the NPF to present future-oriented projects falling in line with the strategy of the Congress’ activities. It is to deal only with innovative projects, fitting well into the program lines of the Congress, multi-year and interdisciplinary ones which are open to a broad partnership of subjects from the EaP and the EU. 

We want you to give this a great deal of thought and send your suggestions of such projects.

The Congress formula is open, so if you have any other suggestions of activities to be held during the Congress, we ask you for suggestions and specific activities.    
Krzysztof Czyżewski, Chairman of the Program Committee, & the Organization Team
Organizers:
Workshops of Culture
Trans Kultura Foundation
Borderland Foundation
The City of Lublin

National Centre for Culture
Ministry of Culture and National Heritage of the Republic of Poland

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland
